critical digest 


139 East 47 St. 
EL 5-6894 


NY 17 NY 
T. M, Kraus 


. 50 quarter 


June 13,1950 Vol VIII Nol17 The Weekly NYC Theatre Newsletter $25 yr 


This Week 


Shangri-La- Winter 
Garden 6/13. Fryer & Carr 
present new musical based 
on Hilton novel. With Den- 
nis King, Shirley Yamaguchi. 


New Faces of '56-Barry- 
more 6/14, Sillman & Rob- 
erts present new musical 
revue. With Billie Hayes, 
Johnny Haymer, Tiger Hy- 
nes, T, C, Jones, Bob Shaver. 


Next Week 


By Hex- Tempo 6/18 
...Call of Duty- Province- 
town 6/19 . -Aquashow-Flush- 
ing 6/19 ..Show Boat-Jones 
Beach 6/22, 


First Tryout 


The Rocky Road by 
Joseph Carole presented at 
Hilltop Theatre, Maryland, 
was panned by Burm, Variety. 
Pathetic, vapid, trite, an aud- 
ience ordeal-was critic's 
sad summary. 


Interview Hi- Lite 


Porgy and Bess is the 
sort of material about the 
common people that we 
should be sending out, not 
having it being sent to us, 

a Soviet writer told Robert 
Breen, Funke, Times, reports. 


Digests of Current NYC Theatre Reviews 


Mrs, Warren's Profession- Davenport 6/6. drew a 
mild pro vote from Herridge, Post, and was panned by 
Gelb, Times, and Honig, Women's Wear, Post drama ed- 
itor suggested cast needed more rehearsing, but did find 
production a fairly absorbing one. While Gelb, Times, 
found only Paula Soans performance worthwhile in an 
otherwise dreary revival. Actors, he notes,mumble and 
bumble their way through cramped sets. Davenport had 
better serve up something more professiamnal than this 
for those hard, hard seats. Women's Wear reporter 
billed performance as fumbling and unexciting. Latter 
critics were unimpressed by Frances Adler's perfor - 
mance, Theatre is at 138 E 27, 


Comrades- Actors Playhouse 6/5. Strindberg's 
early play presented for the first time in this country 
approved by Herridge, Post, as a good chance to see 
the script. Acting on whole was on the weak side. Calta, 
Times, panned it as a bore. Set designer Richard Chan- 
ning Kirk was credited with a remarkable job. Critic 
did not mention any cast members in his piece. Theatre 
is at 100 Seventh Ave South. 


Janus- with Imogene Coca replacing Claudette Col- 
bert- was approved by Calta, Times. Miss Coca ac- 
quitted herself advantageously, adding a note of humor- 
ous buoyancy to the role. From all outward appearances, 
reporter concluded, her return to the stage was an aus- 
picious one, 


Something Unique- an hour long musical revue and 
fashion show presented twice daily at Sewing Fashion 
Festival -NY Coliseum- serves its purpose of providing 
a pleasant hour's respite for exposition viewers, reports 
Dash, Women's Wear. Professional show featured Edith 
Adams, Paul Godkin, Bill Heyer. Show was presented free 
twice dailv, 


Next Season new plays by Maxwell 


Anderson and Elmer Rice will be pre- 
sented on Broadway by the Playwrights 
Company. Anderson's drama is as yet 
untitled, and Rice's is Ordeal by Fire. 
Joseph Kramm's Build With One Hand 
will open Playwrights' season, second 
bill will be Robert E, Sherwood's Small 
War in Manhattan. Rice play is third 
production, and Anderson work the fourth. 


Plays 


Waiting for Godot closed...Bells 
Are Ringing musical with Judy Holli- 
day scheduled by Theatre Guild. ..Rob- 
ert Joseph may present Pencil of God... 
Ziegeld Follies has raised an additional 
$300, 000 in Cincinnati and plans to open 
in September with Beatrice Lillie starred. 


Players 


Audrey Christie will replace Shirley 
Booth in Desk Set June 25...Edna Best 
and her daughter Sarah Marshall will be 
featured in Reluctant Debutante... Rox- 
anne replaces Christine White in Hatful 
of Rain July 2... Boris Karloff will be 
seen on Broadway late next season in 
An Evening With Poe... Charles Holman 
will replace Andy Griffith in No Time 
for Sergeants July 30...Judy Tyler has 
been raised to star billing in Pipe Dream 
...Scenic Designers Union held annual 
exam... Independents Sweep Actor's 
Equity elections... Margaret Wycherly, 
age 71, died... Eberhard Krumschmidt, 
age 5l, died, 


Other Broadways 


Porgy and Bess company returned 
to US after 6 month tour in Europe, will 
take 4 month rest and then abroad to 
Australia or Belgium...Revival o f 
T.S. Eliot's Family Reunion received 
better notices than original in London 
...Spanish prize winning play To My 
Love panned in London as dull. 


Summer Playhouses 


New Shelley Players open season at 
Albany, NY, Playhouse July 3 with Voice 
of Turtle, Garrison Sherwood directing... 
Welcome Darlings is title of Tallulah 
Bankhead revue which opens July 2 at 
Camden Hills, Maine...Henry Fonda will 
appear at Dennis, Mass in The Male Ani- 
mal, Aug 20... Pittsburgh Ciciv Light 
Opera Company opens July 2 with King 
and I,,. Late Summer by Henry Denker 
will be tried out at Westport, Conn this 
season, ..Six new plays will be tested at 
White Barn, Conn, Playhouse. 


Theatre Book Notes 


"From the AmericanDrama" edited 
by Eric Bentley , published by Doubleday 
Anchor includes Guys and Dolls, Capt- 
ain Jins of the Horse Marines, New York 
Idea, Pullman Car Hiawatha, and the Man 
With the Heart in the Highlands. 


Theatre Record Notes 


The Littlest Revue has been record- 
ed by Epic... Waiting for Godot has been 
recorded by Columbia...''Spoken Arts", 
new disc company headed by Arthur Luce 
Klein, will record Arthur Miller's reading 
exceprts from his The Crucible and Death 


of a Salesman 


Theatre Out of Town 


San Francisco theatre fans can choose 
between Inherit the Wind, Anniversary 
Waltz and Rosalinda this week... Los Ange- 
les has Anastasia, Silk Stockings and Will 
Success Spoil RockHunter,.. Pajama Game 
and Teahouse of August Moon in Boston... 
Bad Seed and Joy Ride( new revue) in Chi- 
cago 


Theatre TV Notes 


Mrs, Patterson with Eartha Kitt 
will be seen on BBC-TV June 17. 


GREEN 


ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


DEFENDING CRITICS... The most absurd of the fantastic legends about drama critics, 
argues Watts, Post, is that they are sinister sadists who are terribly brutal to the 
shows they dislike, The melancholy truth is that they are the kindliest people in 
the theatre, and their chief weakness is an almost starry-eyed benevolence..,.,. Both 
McClain, Journal American, and Watts, Post, agree that they are happy when show 
they panned turns into a hit inspite of their views. 


SHOW TENT BIZ...20 musical show tent theatres will operate this summer and will gross 
nearly $5 million, reports Musical Arena Theatre Assn report. The average tent 
hires 85 people---20 resident chorus members, 5 resident actors, 5 jobbers, 12 
musicians, 10 technical directors, 10 front-of-the-house staff and 13 ushers and main- 
tence personnel, 


COLUMN TIPS...A musical that folded on the road had to burn its expensive scenery 
because it didn't fit on stage, hears Wilson,..Dolores Gray may join the Ziegfeld 
Follies, reports Walker...Feuer & Martin considering buying the Globe Theatre, 
notes Herridge, Post, 


DRAMA MAIL BOX... Untimely death of actress Lola D'Annunzio is a great loss to all 
who knew her, comments Mike Kellin, in note to Times...A C.D. subscriber hopes 
that next season shows advertised to start at 8 40 PM will start at 8 40 and not 9. 


OPERA or THEATRE,...Music critic Taubman decided that Most Happy Fella is theatre, 
not opera, What makes a thing opera is the way music is used, If it is the principal 
agent of the drama, if the essential points and moonds are made by music, then a = 
piece may be called opera,he defined. Critic also fears Frank Loesser has submitted 
to the tyranny of show business with several obvious numbers. 


50,000 INTELLECTUALS....Michael Myerberg didnt get the 70,000 intellectuals he 
was seeking for Waiting for Godot, Peper, World Telegram & Sun, discovered, 
but he did get about 50,000 to see 60 performances . Show did earn back its invest- 


ment, ‘ 


PROS & CONS BY TMK 


The stage struck New Yorker who New Off Broadway minimums for Actors 
has caught all of the recent musicals Equity members of $40 to $70 may effect the 
is going to have a hectic time finding quality of some Off Broadway theatres if 
worthwhile summer theatre entertain- the producers try to save money by putting 


ment this season. Maybe the summer on worthwhile plays with inexperienced act- 
theatre managers will make enough ore. 


with the standards this summer to try 
a few new plays next term. 


BROADWAY 


Martin Koslek replaces Turham Rey 
in Call of Duty opening June 19 at Province- 
town... Katharine Sergava joins cast of 
Three Penny Opera at Theatre De Lys as 
Jenny... Franchot Tone has left cast of 
Uncle Vanya, and has been replaced by 
Alfred Ryder... Downtown Theatre, now 
featuring Man of Destiny, has added air- 
conditioning and new seats... Ways of 
Love closed at Theatre East... By Hex 
opening June 18 at Tempo Playhouse add- 
ed Lucie Gillam, JerryWallace, Anita Huff- 
ington to cast, The Maids at Tempo swit- 
ches to 6 40 and 12 midnight performances 
starting Friday, Saturday, Sunday June 22. 


Grand Guignol presented at 
Temple Playhouse, 242 E 14, panned by 
Kerner, Womens Wear as an assortment 
of trust that has been written with dialogue 
that sounds like the English titles of the 
worst foreign movie you ever saw. The 
Grand Guignol tradition has been defamed, 
he concluded, with the current program, 


Burlesque in Newark and Union City, 
NJ, covered as "Off Broadway" by Nathan, 
Journal American, Everything at Minsky's 
in Newark was in such good order that it 
was like going to a Sunday school picnic. 
Show was merely a vaudeville hodgepodge 
merchanted by "star'' performances no one 
ever heard of . The Hudson in Union City 
was no more conducive to any lingering 
trace of delinquency. Everything was as 
clean as a whistle, if a lot louder, Critic 
concluded that if you are the kind who 
craves a dirty show, you had better stay 
right on Broadway and go to Cat ona Hot Tin 
Roof, a Pulitizer prize winner. 


THEATRE 
TV 
COMMENTS 


Split decision by NY TV reviewers 
on effectiveness of CBS TV musical ver- 
sion of A Bell for Adano, Crosby, Her- 
ald Tribune, and Rose, Variety, thought 
Arthur Schwartz production was fine. 
The best of the CBS Ford programs yet, 
rated Herald Tribune critic. Variety 
mugg thought it was fine TV, but feared 
some of warmth of characters lost, 
Gross, News, thought it perfect. Gould, 
Times, noted that it seemed overproduced, 


tT 


THEATRE 


ABROAD 


Moscow's puppet theatre of S. V. Ob- 
raztsvoc was highly praised by Martin, 
Times, as the best puppet theatre in ex- 
istence. Unusual Concerto" is title 
of show staged with 2 foot puppets. It is 
witty, stylish and enormously expert.d 
Even without understanding the words the 
Times reporter found comment in every 
attitude of these piquant caricatures. 


For Stage Struck Only 


* Keep fully informed the easy way of 
current NYC theatre scene. Subscribe 

to weekly theatre newsletter, now in its 
8th year of service to fans, angels, crit- 
ics, producers, etc. 

* Complete summary of all vital theatre 
news, digests of theatre comments, con- 
cise resume of all theatre criticism 
published in NYC press during preceding 
week, Ticket guide gives business and 
critical data. $25 year $6.50 quarter 
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